


















2020 has been a very challenging year for all of us. We found ourselves facing a public 
health crisis that directly impacts people’s health, economic stability, and lives. The 
COVID-19 pandemic brings about unprecedented challenges that threaten a decline in the 
developmental gains of many countries, including advances made in the field of sexual 
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), where progress was never easy, to begin with.
 
As an SRHR activist organization, we continued our work despite the limitations and 
restrictions caused by COVID-19. We collaborated with other SRHR activists, feminists, 
and allies globally to creatively and innovatively continue our work and to respond to the 
crisis. We highlighted that a rights-based, just, and sustainable approach to the COVID-19 
pandemic was critical. We captured stories and experiences of women and girls who were 
placed in precarious, even fatal situations. We called on governments to ensure that SRHR 
information and services remain essential as resources and priorities were reallocated to 
respond to the pandemic.
 
Even before COVID-19, women, and girls were already dealing with multiple barriers in 
accessing SRHR information and services. The public health crisis exacerbates the barriers 
of women and girls living in intersecting vulnerabilities, particularly those in contexts with 
fragile economic and health systems. 

Faced with the challenges caused by the pandemic, we had to quickly adjust or run the 
risk of losing the momentum gained over the previous years. And so we did not stop 
because of the pandemic; we only got more creative in what we had to do. We utilized 
new tools and maximized online spaces to conduct our activities, and in areas where 
we were able to conduct offline activities, precautionary measures were practiced. We 
also implemented a COVID mitigation plan that includes measures to ensure that all staff 
members are supported during the pandemic.

http://wgnrr.org/ensuring-srhr-in-a-rights-based-justice-sustainable-approach-to-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.facebook.com/WGNRR/posts/3999841690041076
https://www.facebook.com/pasyaph






















As SRHR activists, feminists, and allies the world over uncovered stories and experiences of women 

who had been placed in precarious, even fatal situations, because of reallocation of resources 

and priorities to respond to the pandemic, the call to ensure SRHR in COVID-19 response became 

critical. The May 28 campaign found itself against the backdrop of a public health crisis that 

directly impacts women’s and girls’ health, and, particularly, their sexual and reproductive health. 

Together with campaign partners the Asian-Pacific Resource & Research Centre for Women 

(ARROW), MenEngage, Strong, Harmonized and Empowered Advocacy Actions in Africa (SHE 

ACTS Alliance), Safe Abortion Advocacy Initiative Global South Engagement (SAIGE), Philippine 

Safe Abortion Advocacy Network (PINSAN), South Asia Reproductive Justice, Accountability 

Initiative (SARJAI), Ipas Africa Alliance, and International Campaign for Women’s Rights to Safe 

Abortion we jointly developed the May 28 International Day of Action for Women’s Health Call 

for Action, “Women’s Health STILL Matters: Women’s access to essential SRHR information and 

services remain critical in responding to COVID-19.” 

During the day of action, we supported, facilitated, and coordinated actions such as webinars and 

discussions with campaign partners. Collaborated with ARROW and SAIGE for a webinar on “Safe 

Abortion amid a pandemic” with guest speakers from WGNRR, Beyond Beijing Committee Nepal 

and PROMSEX in Latin America. To ensure that our members are supported during the campaign 

we organized a webinar on “Strategic Collaboration on SRHR campaigning for May 28” together 

with MenEngage Africa Alliance. We also presented at an online talk show on “Essential is essential. 

Ensuring RH and women’s health care during the pandemic” hosted by PLCPD, in partnership with 

the Philippine Population Commission. 
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https://amplifychange.org/
https://arrow.org.my/
https://www.globalfundforwomen.org/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/srhr-advocacy-globally/
https://hivos.org/
http://http://menengage.org/
https://www.oxfam.ca/project/she/
https://www.saafund.org/
https://www.government.nl/ministries








https://web.facebook.com/WGNRR?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://twitter.com/WGNRR
www.wgnrr.org
www.africa.wgnrr.org

